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[Updated January 16th]                                     (English version No.88)
A9A grows from exchange meeting lessons

The November 19th exchange meeting was a success with the attendance of 800 people. One of the comments collected on that day is introduced here. 

“Speakers gave me a useful idea on our daily activities. I felt what matters most is doing working cheerfully for the defense of Article 9.  I was very happy to take part today!” (M.H., woman) 

The secretariat plans to publish a collection of reports and comments on 16th of this month. 

*                                 *                                    *               

The latest daily activities of some A9A groups are given below.

Ichinoseki A9A group, Iwate Pref.   

On December 10th the group gave a winter meeting “Talk about war experiences.” Former youth soldier Chiba Satoru, 80, testified on 731 Unit atrocities for the first time in his life. Chiba, under the order of medical officer Ishii Shiro, sprinkled cultures containing the bubonic plague in water sources in China, and conducted atrocious experiments, such as freezing people to death, and other experiments on living Chinese captives. In August 1945 when the Russian army invaded northeastern China, officers of the Japanese occupiers ordered members of the unit to burn up ID cards, never to tell about their experiments to their family members, and not to assume public office after returning to Japan. Then Chiba was given potassium cyanide powder by his superior, to commit suicide if captured.

Gifu A9A group    
War survivor Ikawa Sadayoshi, 94, told about his experiences at the December 3rd meeting of the Gifu A9A. He related his experiences of the battle of Guadalcanal. Out of the 30,000-strong Japanese army, about 20,000 were killed either in battle, or died of starvation because of cut off food supplies. He even told about eating lizards, and snails and other ghastly experiences. He stressed at the end of his speech, “Never will we make war! No more war!”       

Sendai A9A group
The group held a lecture on December 3rd “Restudy the Asia-Pacific War” attended by 40 people. Adachi Akihiro, associate professor at Tohoku University, spoke about how the consequence of the conflicts that led to aggressive war against China, and the lack of logistic support resulted in a high rate of starvation of the Japanese army, accounting for 60 percent of the total deaths resulting from the war. Two people spoke about their war experiences; Onodera Tetsu, 86, about detention in Siberian labor camp, and Hayashi Tomorori, 74, about the air raid upon Sendai City.

Education and Child-rearing Group     

On December 3rd the group sponsored an assembly called “Education and the Constitution in the wake of 3.11 Disaster” at Meiji University in Tokyo. About 190 citizens took part. Two housewives from Koriyama City made vivid reports about the aftermath of 3.11 calamities. Then, a symposium was given featuring a debate between journalist Saito Takao, economist Teruoka Itsuko, and pedagogy scholar Tanaka Takahiko. It was followed by a “mike-relaying talk show” where 11 teachers and students spoke about their situation, such as fierce competitiveness of education and creeping poverty.   
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